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DeuteronomyandtheRootofPoliticalTheology: DiscusswithZhangXu􀆳s
“TowardsJerusalemin‘AthensandJerusalem’: OnJewishPoliticalTheology”

YANZhaoyu
Abstract:IndialoguewithProfessorZhangXu􀆳sarticle“TowardsJerusalemin‘Athens

andJerusalem’: On Jewish Political Theology”, this paperfirstly brings with two
methodologicalandhypotheticalproblemsthatmayexistinthearticle: Ontheonehand,it

pointsoutthetensionanddiscrepancybetweenthetermsof“Jewish (political)theology”,
“OldTestamenttheology”and“Hebrewbiblicaltheology”; Ontheotherhand,itarguesthat
vonRad􀆳s“traditionalhistory”paradigmshouldnotbesimplypittedagainstthemoderntextＧ
historicalcriticalmethodandpostmodernstudies．Subsequently, thepaperfocusesontwo
centralissuesincontemporarystudiesonBookofDeuteronomy,namely, (a)the“subversive
adaption”ofNeoＧAssyrianimperialideologybyDeuteronomictheology,and(b)thedualityof
DeuteronomyasbothcanonandinterpretationintheliteraryhistoryofPentateuch, to
complementandenrichthestudyofDeuteronomy􀆳spoliticaltheology．Onthisbasis,thepaper
emphasizesthehistoricalcausalityofcovenanttheologyasreflectedintheDeuteronomic
formulaof“blessingandcursing” anditssignificantinfluenceontheconceptof “salvation
history”．Finally,thepaperalsoaddressesthatthe“root(s)ofpoliticaltheology”shouldnot
beconfinedtoasingletraditionoftheOldTestament/HebrewBible,butshouldbemorefully
graspedinthecontextofasynthesisoftheDeuteronomi(sti)c (D) and Priestly (P)

traditions,aswellasofApocalypticism, Wisdom,andthesectarianliteratureinQumran,in
ordertogainamorecomprehensiveunderstandingof“Jerusalemin‘AthensandJerusalem’”．
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