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AnotherWaytoReadMessiah:

OntheProblemof“JesusasChrist”inthe“DisputebetweenZhaoZichenandWuLeichuan”
CHUXiaobai

Abstract:In１９３６, ZhaoZichenwroteanarticlecriticizing WuLeichuan􀆳sportrayalof
JesusasthepoliticalkingMessiahinthebookChristianityandChineseCulture．Hebelieves
thatthisisnotinlinewiththefactscontainedintheBible,butcaterstocurrenteventsand
drawsattachmentstomoderndiscourses,thuslosingthestandandbeliefofChristianityitself．
AlthoughWuLeichuandidnotrespondtoZhaoZichen􀆳scriticismwithaspecialarticle,heno
longermentionedJesusasthepoliticalMessiahinhissubsequentworks,ratheremphasized
thatthepurposeofJesus􀆳recognitionofhimselfastheMessiahwastotransformsocietyand
establishthekingdomofheavenonearth．ZhaoZichen􀆳stheoryofthekingdomofheavenis

quitedifferentfromthis．HenotonlyopposestheJewisheschatologicaltheoryofthekingdom
ofheaven,butalsodisapprovesofWuLeichuan􀆳stheoryofthematerialkingdom．Instead,he
uniquelymarksthe“kingdomofheaven”astherealmofthemind．Thisarticleanalyzesthe
disputebetweenZhaoandWuontheissueof“JesusistheChrist”,andarguesthatalthough
thetwoholddifferentviewsontheeschatologicalkingdom,theyarebothforcedtobeinthe
“eschatological”situationatthetimeofthesurvivaloftheChinesenation．Theybothdelivera
modernChineseinterpretationof “Messiah” withnationalsalvationasitsbasicagenda．In
fact, WuLeichuan􀆳sunderstandingoftheconceptof“Messiah”isclosertotheoriginaltextof
theHebrewBibleandtheJewishRabbinictradition,andhismessianicvisionofrevolutionis
actually a radical proletarian revolution; while Zhao Zichen insists on spiritual and

psychologicalconstruction．However, Zhao􀆳sargumentsaboutJesus􀆳Messianicidentityand

purposehavelostthesupportoftheBible􀆳straditionalapocalyptictheologyandJudeoＧ
Christianeschatology．Therefore, Zhaohasneverbeabletointerprettheultimategoalof
Jesus􀆳deathsuccessfully．
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