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IsThereEvidenceofaSynagogue
fromtheTimeofJesusatCapernaum

JodiMagness∗

Abstract: Luke７:１Ｇ５referstoasynagoguebuiltbyacenturion
atCapernaum．Todaythesiteisdominatedbyamonumentalancient
synagogueconstructedofwhitelimestone．Althougharchaeologists
disagreeaboutitsexactdate, thereisno doubtthatthe white
limestonesynagogueislaterthanthetimeofJesus．Inthispaper,I
considertheliteraryandarcheologicalevidenceforclaimsthatthe
synagogueofthecenturionlies underneaththe whitelimestone
synagogue．Iconcludethatthere are no definite archaeological
remainsofasynagoguefromthetimeofJesus, norisitpossibleto
establishthatsuchasynagogueevenexisted．
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Everyday, hundredsofChristianpilgrimsvisitCapernaum,thebaseof
Jesus􀆳Galileanministry, wheretheyareshownthesupposedremainsofthe
synagogueofthecenturionmentionedinLuke７:１Ｇ５．Inthisarticle,Iconsider
theliteraryandarchaeologicalevidence,andconcludethattherearenoremains
atCapernaumthatcanconclusivelybeidentifiedasasynagoguefromthetime
ofJesus,noristheredefiniteevidencethatanysuchstructureevenexisted．I
beginwithareviewofpreＧ７０CEsynagoguesinPalestine．

∗ JodiMagness, KenanDistinguishedProfessor, UniversityofNorthCarolina．
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Ⅰ．PreＧ７０CESynagoguesinPalestine

Synagogues(referredtobyvarioustermsincludingGreeksynagogeand
proseuche; Hebrewbethknesset) areJewishassemblyhalls．Liketheterm
“church,” synagoguecandenoteboththecongregationitselfas wellasa
buildingtoaccommodatethecongregation．① Whensynagoguesfirstdeveloped
before７０CE,theyservedmainlyasplacesforthereadingandexplanationof
theTorah (Pentateuch) tothecongregation, whichisstillthecoreofa
synagogueservice．Inthecenturiesfollowingthedestructionofthesecond
Jerusalemtemplein７０CE,synagoguesassumedanincreasinglycentralrolein
Jewishreligiouslife, andelaborateprayersandliturgieswereaddedtothe
Torahreadings．② Atthe sametime, synagogue buildings became more
monumentaland beganto be decorated withiconographic programsand
symbolsthatalludedtotheJerusalemtemple．

OveronehundredancientsynagoguesareknowninPalestine,theremains
ofwhichhavebeenuncoveredinexcavationsorareattestedbyarchitectural
fragmentsorinscriptions．③ Literaryandepigraphicevidenceandscattered
architecturalfragmentsattesttotheexistenceofnumerousothersynagogues,

theremainsofwhicheitherhavenotsurvivedorhavenotbeendiscoveredyet．
OutsideofPalestine, theremainsofoveradozenlateantiquesynagogue
buildingshavebeendiscoveredaroundtheMediterraneanandNearEast,and

①

②

③

EmilSchürer,TheHistoryoftheJewishPeopleintheAgeofJesusChrist (１７５B．C．ＧA．D．
１３５) (Edinburgh:T & TClark,１９７９),４２３Ｇ４３０,４３９Ｇ４４０．

Schürer,TheHistoryoftheJewishPeople,４４７Ｇ４６３;LeeI．Levine,TheAncientSynagogue,

TheFirstThousandYears (NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress,２００５),５３０Ｇ５９２．
Levine, The AncientSynagogue, １７７; the Bornblum EretzIsraelSynagogues Websiteat

https://synagogues．kinneret．ac．il/ (accessed０８/２７/２０２３)．Chaim BenＧDavid, “Onthe Numberof
SynagoguesandTheirLocationintheHolyLand,”inTheSynagogueinAncientPalestine: Current
Issuesand Emerging Trends, eds．Rick Bonnie, Raimo Hakola, and Ulla Tervahauta (Göttingen:

VandenhoeckandRuprecht,２０２１),１７５Ｇ１９３,counts１２８synagogues．
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inscriptionshintattheexistenceofmanymore．①

Whereasmostoftheknownsynagoguebuildingsdatetothefourthto
sixthcenturies(lateantiquity)②,thisarticlefocusesonpreＧ７０CEPalestinian
synagogues,specifically,theevidenceforasynagogueatCapernaumdatingto
thetimeofJesus．WhatdidPalestiniansynagogueslooklikeatthistime? To
answerthisquestion, wemustfirstconsidertheoriginsofthesynagogue．③

Scholarshaveproposedawiderangeofdatesandsettingsfortheearliest
synagogues,including:

(１) PreＧexilicJudah (preＧ５８６BCE)．Accordingtothisview, Josiah􀆳s
reformseliminatingtemplesandshrinesaroundthecountryandcentralizing
thecultintheJerusalem temple would have madeitnecessarytooffer
alternativevenuestoworshiptheGodofIsrael．Forexample, LeeI．Levine
proposesthatcitygateswereaprototypeforearlysynagogues,asbothwere
settingsforavarietyofcommunalandreligiousactivities．④

(２) TheBabylonianexile．Accordingtothistheory, theexistenceof
synagoguesexplainshowtheJudahitespreservedtheirdistinctivereligious
identityandcontinuedworshipingtheGodofIsraelwhileinexileinBabylonia．
Althoughpopularandattractive,thistheoryhasnotextualorarchaeological
support．

①

②

③

④

SeeA．ThomasKraabel, “TheDiasporaSynagogue: ArchaeologicalandEpigraphicEvidence
sinceSukenik,”inAncientSynagogues, HistoricalAnalysisandArchaeologicalDiscovery, Vol．１,eds．
DanUrmanandPaulV．M．Flesher(Leiden: Brill,１９９５),９５Ｇ１２６; Levine, TheAncientSynagogue,

２５２．ForAndriakeandLimyrain Asia Minor, see MartinSeyerand HelmutLotz, “A Synagoguein
Limyra?PreliminaryReportonaByzantineBuildingwithJewishElements,”JournalofAncientJudaism
４(２０１３): １３３Ｇ１４８; NevzatÇevik, ÖzgüÇömezolu, HüseyinSamiÖztürk, and nciTürkolu, “A
UniqueDiscoveryinLycia:TheAncientSynagogueatAndriake,PortofMyra,”Adalya１３(２０１０):３３５Ｇ
３６６．Foranevaluationoftheremainsfrom Limyra, seeJodiMagness, “Purity Observanceamong
DiasporaJewsintheRomanWorld,”ArchaeologyandText:AJournalfortheIntegrationofMaterial
CulturewithWrittenDocumentsintheAncientMediterraneanandNearEast１(２０１７):３９Ｇ６５,here４１．
ForSamaritansynagogues,seeItzhakMagen, “SamaritanSynagogues,”inTheNewEncyclopediaof
ArchaeologicalExcavationsintheHolyLand, Vol．４,ed．EphraimStern(Jerusalem:IsraelExploration
Society,１９９３),１４２４Ｇ１４２７; Levine,TheAncientSynagogue,１８７Ｇ１９２．

Levine, The AncientSynagogue, １７６Ｇ１７７; Lee．I．Levine, “Synagogues,” in The New
EncyclopediaofArchaeologicalExcavationsintheHolyLand,ed．EphraimStern (NewYork: Simon
andSchuster,１９９３),１４２１Ｇ１４２４,here１４２２．

SeeLevine,TheAncientSynagogue,２１Ｇ４４．
Ibid．,３０Ｇ３８．
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(３) PostＧexilicJudah (fifthcenturyBCE)．Somescholarsunderstand
Ezra􀆳spublicreadingoftheTorahtotheassembledJudeans (Neh８:２Ｇ９) as
theoriginofthesynagogue．

(４) HellenisticEgypt(thirdＧsecondcenturiesBCE)．Thistheoryidentifies
theJewishproseuche mentionedin Hellenisticinscriptionsfrom Egyptasa
synagogue,basedontheusualtranslationofthetermas“prayerhouse”and
itsuseinterchangeablywiththetermsynagogueinfirstcenturyBCEandlater
sourcessuchasPhilo．

(５) HasmoneanPalestine (secondＧfirstcenturiesBCE)．Thisargument
fromsilenceclaimsthatsincetherearenodefiniteliteraryorepigraphic
referencestosynagoguesbeforethefirstcentury BCE andtheyare not
mentionedbyBenSira,theydidnotexistbeforetheHasmoneanperiod．

Severalproblematicassumptionsunderliescholarlyattemptstopinpoint
theoriginsofthesynagogue．FirstistheimplicitDarwinianassumptionthat
synagoguesdevelopedorganicallyovertime—anapproachthatinmyopinionis
nothelpfulforunderstandingearlysynagogues．Asecond,largerproblemis
oneofdefinition．Todaytheterm synagoguegenerallydenotesabuilding．
However,synagogueoriginallyreferredto(andstillcanmean)anassemblyor
congregationofJews,notabuildingtohousethatgathering．① Eventoday,a
purposeＧbuiltbuildingisnotrequiredtohouseasynagoguegathering, as
attestedbythefactthatsomesynagoguecongregations meetinchurches．
Similarly,theterm churchoriginallydenotedacongregationratherthana
building,asforexampleintheBookofRevelation (orRevelationofJohn),

wheretheauthorreportshavingbeeninstructedto“Writeinabookwhatyou
seeandsendittothesevenchurches” (Rev１:１１; NRSV)．And,ofcourse,

theearliestchurchgatheringswereheldinhousesandotherprivatesettings,

notinpurposeＧbuiltassemblyhalls．②

①

②

JohnS．Kloppenborg, “TheTheodotosSynagogueInscriptionandtheProblemofFirstＧCentury
SynagogueBuildings,”inJesusand Archaeology, ed．James H．Charlesworth (Grand Rapids, MI:

Eerdmans,２００６),２３６Ｇ２８２,here２３８,２４１Ｇ２２２．Fordifferentancienttermsusedtodenotesynagogues,

seeDonaldBinder,IntotheTempleCourts,ThePlaceoftheSynagoguesintheSecondTemplePeriod
(Atlanta:SocietyofBiblicalLiterature,１９９９),９１Ｇ１５４．

L．MichaelWhite, BuildingGod􀆳sHouse,ArchitecturalAdaptationamongPagans, Jews,

andChristians (Baltimore, MD:JohnsHopkins,１９９０),１０２Ｇ１２６．
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Therefore,anyattempttopinpointtheoriginsofthesynagogue must
distinguishbetweenassembliesorcongregations—thatis,theinstitutionofthe
synagogue—andpurposeＧbuiltbuildingstohousethoseassemblies(synagogue
buildings)．Thisisimportantbecauseassembliesinandofthemselvesleave
fewphysicaltraces．Synagoguesonlybecomeidentifiableinthearchaeological
recordwhenJewsbegantoconstructpurposeＧbuiltbuildingstohousetheir
assemblies,particularlyafterthesebuildingswereequippedwithpermanent
liturgicalfurnitureanddecoratedwithJewishsymbolsandiconography．The
questionof when and wheresynagoguesfirstoriginated depends noton
archaeologicalevidencebutontheinterpretationofliteraryandepigraphic
sources—thatis,onhowonedefinestheinstitutionofthesynagogue．

Athirdproblem withpinpointingtheoriginsofthesynagogueisthe
modernunderstandingoftheinstitutionasprimarilyreligiousinnature．By
religiousIamreferringtoscholarlyassumptionsthatearlysynagogues—like
their modern counterparts—were the setting for communal prayer and
worship．Incontrast, Levineconcludesthat, “Prayerappearstohaveplayed
littleornoroleinthetypical [preＧ７０] Judaeansynagogue．”①Instead, the
earliestsynagogueswereassembliesofJews, especiallyontheSabbathand
festivals,primarily(butnotonly)forthepublicreadingoftheTorah．

ArchaeologicalremainsassociatedwithafirstcenturyCEsynagoguewere
discoveredinexcavationsatthesouthernendofJerusalem􀆳ssoutheasternhill
(theCityofDavid)in１９１３Ｇ１９１４, whenRaymond Weillfoundaninscribed
stoneblockthathad been dumpedin acistern with otherarchitectural
fragments．② Theinscription, whichisinGreek,commemoratesasynagogue
builtbyTheodotossonofVettenos:

TheodotossonofVettenos, priestandarchisynagogos, sonofan

①

②

Levine,TheAncientSynagogue,１６９．
See HershelShanks ed．, The City of David, Revisiting Early Excavations, English

TranslationofReportsbyRaymond WeillandL．H．Vincent, NotesandCommentsbyRonnyReich
(Washington, DC: BiblicalArchaeologySociety,２００４),８４Ｇ９３; RachelHachlili,AncientSynagogues—

ArchaeologyandArt: NewDiscoveriesandCurrentResearch (Leiden: Brill,２０１３),５２３Ｇ５２６; Hannah
M．Cottonetal．,CorpusInscriptionumIudaea/Palaestinae, Vol．１,Jerusalem,Part１:１Ｇ７０４ (Berlin:

WalterdeGruyter, ２０１０), ５４Ｇ５５; Levine, TheAncientSynagogue, ５７Ｇ５９; Binder,IntotheTemple
Courts,１０４Ｇ１０９．
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archisynagogos,grandsonofanarchisynagogos, builtthesynagoguefor
thereadingoftheLawandteachingofthecommandments,andtheguestＧ
houseandthe(other)roomsandwaterinstallations(?)forthelodgingof
thosewhoareinneedofitfrom abroad, which (thesynagogue) his
forefathers,theeldersandSimonidesfounded．①

Theinscriptionreferstoasynagoguebuildingthatwaspartofacomplex
includingahostel, rooms, andsomesortofwaterinstallations, perhaps
cisterns and/or miqva􀆳ot．Presumably the building associated with the
inscription waslocated nearby and was destroyedin ７０ CE．Although
TheodotosisacommonGreekname (equivalenttothe Hebrew Yehonatan
[John]orNetanel[Nathaniel]), VettenosappearstobeLatin,suggestingthis
was an immigrant family．② Archisynagogos—Greek for “head of a
synagogue”—isthe mostcommonleadershiptitleassociated withancient
synagogues．③Itisunclearwhetherthistitleindicatesthatthebearerhadany
liturgicaland/oradministrativeresponsibilitiesorwaspurelyhonorific．The
factthatTheodotoswasapriestandathirdgenerationarchisynagogosandhad
themeanstodedicateasynagogueidentifiesthisasanelitefamily．The
inscriptionstatesthatthesynagoguewasbuilt “forthereadingoftheLaw
[Torah] andtheteachingofthecommandments” butwithoutmentioning
prayerorworship．

ItisunclearifTheodotos􀆳synagogueservedanimmigrantorDiaspora
congregationlikethosementionedinActs６: ９, orifitreplacedanearlier
buildingonthesamespot, oriftheguesthouse (hostel) wasintendedfor
pilgrimsvisitingJerusalem．SomescholarshavespeculatedthattheTheodotos
synagogueisthe“synagogueoftheFreedmen” ofActs６:９becauseTacitus
andPhilo mentionthatJewsbroughttoRomeascaptivesweresoonfreed．
Accordingtothisview,theVettenosfamilywouldhavebeendescendedfrom

①

②

③

FromCottonetal．,CIIP,５４no．９．
CharlesClermontＧGanneau, “DécouverteaJérusalemd􀆳unesynagoguedel􀆳epoquehérodienne,”

Syria１(１９２０):１９０Ｇ１９７,here１９３; Cottonetal．,CIIP,５４Ｇ５５．
Levine,TheAncientSynagogue,４１５．
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JewstakenintocaptivitywhenPompeyannexedtheHasmoneankingdomin６３
BCE．① However, John Kloppenborgrefutesthissuggestion, notingthatif
Theodotoswasafreedmanorthesonofafreedman, heshouldbenamed
TheodotosVettenos (or, technically, Caius Vettennius Theodotos), not
Theodotossonof Vettenos．② AndthewidespreadassumptionthatVettenosisa
Latinname, althoughreasonable, isunproven．Tothecontrary, thelackofa
referencetothefamily􀆳soriginintheinscription(e．g．,TheodotossonofVettenosof
Rome), which mightbeexpectedifthey wereimmigrants, leavesopenthe
possibilitythattheywerenativesofJudea．

ArchaeologicalremainsofpreＧ７０synagoguebuildingsinPalestineaccord
wellwiththepicturepresentedsofar．Theseincludethesynagoguesat
Masada, Herodium, Gamla (or Gamala), and—morerecently—Migdal/

Magdala．AtMasadaandHerodium,synagogueswereinstalledinpreＧexisting
HerodianroomsbyJewishrebelsatthetimeoftheFirstRevoltagainst
Rome．③ The Masadasynagogue, forexample, wasinstalledinacasemate
roomonthenorthwestsideofthemountainthatapparentlyfunctionedasa
receptionhallinthetimeofHerod．Therebelsatop Masada modifiedthe
structurebyremovingtheanteroomwalltomakeasinglehall,addingcolumns
androwsofbenchesalongthewalls．④ Thecolumnshavenothingtodowith
thefunctionofthebuildingasasynagogue;theysimplysupportedtheroof
becausethewidthoftheroomexceededthelengthoftheavailablewooden
beams．The benchesinthe Masadaroom indicatethatit was usedfor
assembly,and, becausethepopulationonthemountainatthetimeofthe
revoltwasentirelyJewish,thisroomcanbeidentifiedasaJewishhouseof

①

②

③

④

ClermontＧGanneau, “DécouverteaJérusalem,” １９３, １９５Ｇ１９７; Jonathan R．Trotter, The
JerusalemTempleinDiasporaJewishPracticeandThoughtduringtheSecondTemplePeriod (Leiden:

Brill,２０１９),９８．
Kloppenborg, “TheTheodotosSynagogueInscription,”２６３Ｇ２６５．
ForHerodium,seeGideonFoerster, “TheSynagoguesatMasadaandHerodium,”inAncient

SynagoguesRevealed,ed．LeeI．Levine(Jerusalem:IsraelExplorationSociety,１９８１),２４Ｇ２９．
YigaelYadin, “TheSynagogueatMasada,” AncientSynagoguesRevealed, ed．LeeI．Levine

(Jerusalem:IsraelExplorationSociety, １９８１), １９Ｇ２３; EhudNetzer, Masada Ⅲ , TheYigaelYadin
Excavations１９６３Ｇ１９６５, FinalReports: TheBuildings, StratigraphyandArchitecture(Jerusalem:

IsraelExplorationSociety, １９９１), ４０２Ｇ４１３; JodiMagness, Masada: FromJewishRevolttoModern
Myth (Princeton:PrincetonUniversityPress,２０１９),１７１Ｇ１７２．
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assembly—thatis, asynagogue．Hadthissamestructurebeenfoundina
mixed(Jewishandgentile)contextorinagentilecontext, wewouldnotbe
abletoidentifyitasasynagogue—thatis, wecouldnotsayitwasaJewish
houseofassemblyasopposedtoanyotherkindofassemblyhall．Likeother
preＧ７０synagogues, the oneat Masadalacks otherfeaturessuch asan
orientationtowardsJerusalem, a Torahshrine, andJewishsymbolsand
iconography．Thesefeaturesbecamecommoninlateantiquesynagogues, with
the development of regularized communal prayer and worship and to
accommodateliturgicalneeds, whichapparentlydidnotexistbefore７０CE．
TheMasadasynagoguealsohasaroomatthebackaddedbytherebels, which
seemsto haveservedasagenizah—arepositoryin asynagogue where
damagedsacredwritingsareburied(althoughnoteverysynagoguehassucha
repository)．TheMasadagenizahconsistsoftwopitsdugintothedirtfloorof
thebackroom, whichcontainedscrollfragmentsbelongingtoDeuteronomy
andEzekiel．

Gamlaistheearliestofthesesynagoguebuildings(and,inmyopinion,it
istheearliestdefinitesynagoguebuildingdiscoveredsofarinPalestine),asit
wasconstructednotbeforethelatefirstcenturyBCEandwasdestroyedduring
theRomansiegein６７CE．TheGamlasynagoguediffersfromtheMasadaand
Herodium examplesinbeingpurposeＧbuilt．① Nevertheless, itdisplaysthe
samefeaturesasotherearlysynagogues, mostprominentlytherowsof
benchesliningtheinterior．The MigdalsynagogueisalsopurposeＧbuiltand
displaysasimilarrectilinearlayoutsurroundedbybenches,albeitonasmaller
scale．Itsinteriordecorationfeaturesmosaicfloorswithgeometricdesigns,

Pompeianstylewallpaintings,andanenigmaticstonetabledecoratedwiththe
firstmotifsassociatedwiththeJerusalemtemplefoundinapreＧ７０synagogue．
Acoinof４３CEreportedlyfoundunderthemosaicfloorprovidesaterminus

① SeeShmaryahuGutman, “TheSynagogueatGamla,”inAncientSynagoguesRevealed,ed．Lee
I．Levine(Jerusalem:IsraelExplorationSociety,１９８１),３０Ｇ３４;ZviUriMa􀆳oz, “TheSynagogueofGamla
andtheTypologyofSecondＧTempleSynagogues,” AncientSynagoguesRevealed, ed．LeeI．Levine
(Jerusalem:IsraelExplorationSociety,１９８１),３５Ｇ４１．
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postquemforthesynagoguebuilding．①

Theevidencereviewedhereenablesustoreconstructtheappearanceof
preＧ７０CEPalestiniansynagoguebuildingswithsomeconfidence．Theywere
rectilinearstructures with flat roofs characterized by rows of benches
surroundingtheinterior．Themodestsizeofthesestructuresandtheabsence
offeaturesassociated withlatersynagogues makeitdifficulttoidentify
archaeologicalremainsofthesebuildings．Thisdifficultyiscompoundedbythe
factthatJewishassembliescouldbeheldanywhere, notjustinpurposeＧbuilt
synagogues．Therefore,itispossiblethatbuildingsthathousedsynagogue
assemblieshavebeenexcavatedbutlackidentifyingfeatures．

Ⅱ．TheCobblestonePavementatCapernaum:
TheFirstCenturySynagogueoftheCenturion?

　　Theauthorofthe GospelofLukereferstoasynagoguebuiltbya
centurionatCapernaum:

AfterJesushadfinishedallhissayingsinthehearingofthepeople,

heenteredCapernaum．Acenturiontherehadaslavewhom hevalued
highly,andwhowasillandclosetodeath．WhenheheardaboutJesus,he
sentsomeJewishelderstohim,askinghimtocomeandhealhisslave．
WhentheycametoJesus,theyappealedtohimearnestly,saying, “Heis
worthyofhavingyoudothisforhim,forhelovesourpeople,anditishe
whobuiltoursynagogueforus．” (Luke７:１Ｇ５; NRSV)

TodaythesiteofCapernaumisdominatedbyamonumentalsynagogue
builtofwhitelimestone, whichcontrastswiththeblackbasaltthatwasused
fortheconstructionofalltheotherstructuresatCapernaum (seeFig．１)．The

① DinaAvshalomＧGorniand Arfan Najar, “Migdal,” HadashotArkheologiyot１２５ (２０１３) at
https://www．hadashotＧesi．org．il/report_detail_eng．aspx?id＝２３０４&mag_id＝１２０ (accessed０８/２７/

２０２３)．Theexcavatorsmentiontwoearlierphases,thefirstofwhichdatestothemidＧfirstcenturyBCE
andwasnotasynagogue;theyreportthatthesecondphasewasasynagoguebutwithoutprovidingadate
orotherinformation．Asecondsynagoguesimilartothefirstwasdiscoveredat Migdalin２０２１; see
https://www．timesofisrael．com/secondＧancientＧsynagogueＧfoundＧinＧmigdalＧaltersＧideasＧofＧjewishＧlifeＧ２０００Ｇ
yearsＧago/ (accessed０８/２７/２０２３)．
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whitelimestonesynagoguewasexcavatedin１９０５Ｇ１９０７byHelmutKohl,Ernst
Hiller, and Carl Watzinger underthe auspices ofthe Deutsche Orient
Gesellschaft．①Basedonstylisticcomparisons, mostlytoSyrianbuildingsof
thelateRomanperiod, Kohland Watzingerdatedthesynagoguetothelate
secondtoearlythirdcentury．P．GaudenzioOrfali, whoconductedexcavations
atCapernaumin１９２１Ｇ１９２６,identifiedthewhitelimestonesynagogueasthe
firstcenturysynagogueofthecenturionmentionedintheGospelofLuke．②

WhereasOrfali􀆳sidenficationnevergainedwidespreadacceptance, manyIsraeli
archaeologistsstillfollow Kohland Watzingerindatingthewhitelimestone
synagoguetothesecondtothird century．However, since １９６８ Italian
archaeologistshave discovered over ２５０００ smallbronze coins andlarge
quantitiesofpotterydatingtothefourthandfifthcenturiesunderthepaving
stonesofthesynagogue􀆳shallandadjacentcourtyard．③ Thelatestofthese
findspublishedsofardatetothefirsthalfofthesixthcenturyCE,indicating
thatthewhitelimestonesynagoguewasbuiltcenturieslaterthanpreviously
thought．④

Fig．１　TheWhiteLimestoneSynagogueatCapernaum (photobytheauthor)

①

②

③

④

HelmutKohlandCarlWatzinger, AntikeSynagogeninGalilaea (Leipzig:J．C．Hinrichs􀆳sche
Buchhandlung,１９１６)．

P．GaudenzioOrfali,Capharnaümetsesruinesd􀆳aprèslesfouillesaccompliesaTellＧHoumpar
laCustodieFranciscainedeTerreSainte (１９０５Ｇ１９２１) (Paris:AugustePicard,１９２２),８４Ｇ８５．

StanislaoLoffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogueofCapharnaum,”LiberAnnuus４７(１９９７):２２３Ｇ
２４４, here２２３; alsosee Tine Rassalle, AncientSynagogueCoins, A DigitalDissertation Project
(２０２１),atwww．ancientsynagoguecoins．com/synagogue/capernaum (accessed０８/２７/２０２３)．

SeeJodiMagness, AncientSynagoguesinPalestine: AReevaluationNearlyaCenturyAfter
Sukenik􀆳sSchweichLectures (London: TheBritishAcademy;forthcoming)．
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Nomatterwhichdateoneprefers—secondtothirdcenturyorlater—the
whitelimestonesynagoguepostdatesthetimeofJesus．Butthemultitudesof
Christianpilgrims whopourinto Capernaum every daycometoseethe
synagogueofthecenturion mentionedby Luke, notthe whitelimestone
synagogue．Forthisreason,theItalianexcavators, whoaremembersofthe
FranciscanOrderoftheCustodyoftheHolyLand,havesoughttouncoverthe
remainsofthesynagogueofthecenturion．AssumingthatLuke􀆳saccountis
historically accurate, and a synagogue built by a centurion existed at
CapernauminthetimeofJesus, whatdiditlooklike, and wherewasit
located? Thelogicalplacetolookwouldbeunderthelatersynagogue, based
onaphenomenonknowntoarchaeologistsascontinuityofcult,inwhichsites
tendtoremainsacredovertimeevenifthereligioustraditionschange, as
illustratedbyJerusalem􀆳sTemple Mount (JebusitetoIsraelitetoJewishto
Romanto Muslim) andCaesarea􀆳sTemplePlatform (Herodian/Romanto
ByzantineChristiantoMuslimtoCrusader)．Thephenomenonofcontinuityof
cultmightapplytoCapernaumifthewhitelimestonesynagogueindeeddates
tothesecondtothirdcentury．Inthiscase,thewhitelimestonesynagogue
wouldhaveimmediatelyfolloweditspredecessor．However,thisprincipledoes
notworkifthewhitelimestonesynagoguewasbuiltlater, afterahiatusof
hundredsofyears．Nevertheless, visitorstoCapernaum willnoticeasign
pointingtothesynagogueofthetimeofJesusbythestepsleadinguptothe
whitelimestonesynagogue(seeFig．２)．Whatisthebasisforthisclaim?

Fig．２　SignPointingtotheSynagogueofJesusundertheWhiteLimestone

SynagogueatCapernaum (photobytheauthor)
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Thewhitelimestonesynagoguesitsonanelevatedblackbasaltfoundation
thatisbuiltoverearlierhousesinthemidstoftheancientvillage．Mostofthe
houseswereconstructedintheHellenisticandearlyRomanperiodsandwere
occupiedatleastuntilthethirdtofourthcenturies CE．① Virgilio Corbo
identifiedthreestratainandunderthewhitelimestonesynagogue, whichare
asfollowsfromlatesttoearliest:②

StratumA:thewhitelimestonesynagogue
StratumB:theremainsofapublicbuildingofthefirstcenturyCEunder

thewallsofthewhitelimestonesynagogue,representedbybasaltwalls(muro
dibasalto＝ MB)andarelatedcobblestonepavement(massiciataA)

Stratum C: private (domestic) housesconstructedinthe Hellenistic
periodanddemolishedbytheconstructionofMB

MBdenotesblackbasaltwallsunderthesynagogue,atthebaseofwhich
liesaroughbasaltcobblestonepavementofthefirstcenturyCE (massiciata
A)．Corboidentifies MB notasthefoundation ofthe whitelimestone
synagoguebutasanearliersynagoguestructurebecausetheirwallsarenot
preciselyaligned．Inaddition,thefoundationofthesynagogue􀆳scourtyardis
constructeddifferentlyfromandisnotbondedwithMB．CorboassignsMBto
theearly Romanperiod (firstcentury CE) becauseitoverlies Hellenistic
housesbut(accordingtohim)predatesthesynagogue．Becauseofitssize,he
concludesthatMBandthecobblestonepavementmustbelongtoanearlier
publicbuilding—apparentlyasynagogue: “SeilMBappartieneadunedificio
piùantico, qualeedificiopotteteessere?lasinagogacostruitadalCenturione
romano(Lc．７,５)?”③

Stanislao Loffreda has reevaluated the evidencefor afirstcentury

①

②

③

StanislaoLoffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromananelsottosuolodellasinagogadiCafarnao,”in
StudiaHierosolymitana Ⅲ ,ed．GiovanniC．Bottini(Jerusalem:FranciscanPrintingPress,１９８２),２７３Ｇ
３１２, here２９０,３１１Ｇ３１２; MatthewJ．Grey, “SimonPeterinCapernaum, AnArchaeologicalSurveyofthe
FirstＧCenturyVillage,”inTheMinistryofPeter,theChiefApostle,eds．FrankF．JuddJr．, EricD．
Huntsman,andShonD．Hopkin(Provo: BYUReligiousStudiesCenter,２０１４),２８Ｇ６６,here４７Ｇ４８．

Loffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromana,”３１４．
Virgilio C．Corbo, “ Resti della sinagoga del primo secolo a Cafarnao,” in Studia

Hierosolymitana Ⅲ , ed．GiovanniC．Bottini(Jerusalem: FranciscanPrintingPress, １９８２), ３１３Ｇ３５７;

here３３７,３３９．



—７４　　　 —

synagogue．Hedefinesasfollowsthethreestratainandunderthe white
limestonesynagogue:①

StratumA:layersofmortarthatformedthebeddingforthestonepavement
StratumB:thefillofthesynagoguepodium
StratumC:structuresthatantedatethewhitelimestonesynagogue
LoffredaconcludesthatMBcannotbeassociateddefinitelywiththefirst

centuryfloorsand pavements (including massiciata A) below the white
limestonesynagogue: “D􀆳altrapartemisembraimpossibileassociare‘ilmuro
dibasalto􀆳MBaqueipavimentiedatrlodiconseguenzanelprimosecolo．”②

Loffreda rejects Corbo􀆳s association of the cobblestone pavement
(massiciataA) withMBbecauseMBsitsatopthepavement, whichcontinues
underneathit．③Nevertheless,LoffredaagreeswithCorbothatthecobblestone
pavementbelongstoafirstcenturyCEsynagogue, notingthatalthougha
cobblestonepavementispresentbelowotherpartsofthesynagogue, onlyin
thenavewerenowallsorotherfeaturesfoundassociatedwithit．Sincethearea
ofthenaveistoolargetobetheroomofaprivatehouse, Loffredaconcludes
thatitmustbelongtoapublicbuilding—thatis, asynagogue．Accordingto
Loffreda,thisexplainswhythelatersynagoguewasbuiltonthisspot．④

However,itisnotclearthatthecobblestonepavement wasfreeof
overlyingwallsorotherfeaturesorinstallationsthroughouttheentirenave,as
thepavementisshowninpublishedphotosinonlytwoadjacentlociinthe
centralＧeasternpart (L８２４ and L８２５)．⑤ Furthermore, cobblestones were
commonlyusedatCapernaumtopavethegroundfloorroomsofhouses, which
wereusedforvariousactivitiesincludingfoodpreparation, storage, andthe
stablingofanimals．Thepavementswereadurable,utilitarian,andrelatively
inexpensivewaytoprotectthefloorsoftheserooms．Theinhabitantssleptand
sometimesdinedupstairsontheroofand/oratthesecondstorylevel(ifthere

①

②

③

④

⑤

Stanislao Loffreda, Cafarnao V, Documentazione fotografica degli scavi (Jerusalem:

FranciscanPrintingPress,２００５),１５．
Loffreda,CafarnaoV,１５．
See, e．g．, StanislaoLoffreda, RecoveringCapharnaum (Jerusalem:EdizioniCustodiaTerra

Santa,１９８５),４６; Loffreda,CafarnaoV,１６７DF２６４;１６８DF２６５;１７２DF２８２．
Loffreda,RecoveringCapharnaum,４５Ｇ４７．
SeeLoffreda,CafarnaoV,１７２Ｇ１７３, DF２８２Ｇ２８６．
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wasone),awayfromthedirtandnoiseonthegroundfloor．Thatroofswere
commonlyaccessedisillustratedbyMark􀆳sstoryofJesushealingaparalyticat
Capernaum:

Whenhe [Jesus] returnedtoCapernaum aftersomedays,itwas
reportedthathewasathome．Somanygatheredaroundthattherewasno
longerroomforthem,noteveninfrontofthedoor;andhewasspeaking
thewordtothem．Thensomepeoplecame, bringingtohimaparalyzed
man,carriedbyfourofthem．AndwhentheycouldnotbringhimtoJesus
becauseofthecrowd,theyremovedtheroofabovehim;andafterhaving
dugthroughit,theyletdownthematonwhichtheparalyticlay．(Mk２:

１Ｇ４; NRSV)．

Similarly,theNewTestamentsaysthatJesus􀆳LastSuppertookplacein
the“upperroom” (Mk１４:１５; Lk２２:１２; Acts１:１３)．

Mostotherfirstcenturysynagoguebuildingswerenotpavedwithstones
orcobblestones．AsZviUriMa􀆳ozobservesabouttheGamlasynagogue:

Atfirstglanceitseemsstrangethatthecenterofthehalllacked
paving, thuspresentingashabbyappearanceincomparison withthe
surroundingpavedandashlarＧbuiltporticoes．However, wasthisreally
thecase? What,infact, wasthefunctionofstonepavementsinthat
period? If weexaminethestonefloorsinthe Herodian buildingsat
Masada,Jericho, andothersites, andespeciallythepublicandprivate
housesinJerusalem, wefindthatthe mostimportantroomsofthe
buildings had not stone, but earthen floors．Stone pavements are
restrictedtothestreetsandcourtsofthehouses, whileintherooms,

matsorelaboratelyworkedwovenrugs, noneofwhich, ofcourse, has
beenpreserved, werelaidonthedirtfloor(forthisreasonwefindmosaic
pavements—waterproofstonecarpets—inthebathrooms)．Openareas
calledforsturdyfloorswhichcouldwithstandrainandthewearandtear
ofpedestriantraffic．Moreover, evenroughhouseholdchores, suchas
drawingwaterandwashingclothes, werecarriedoutinthecourts．Useof
stonepavementsinthisperiodwasthereforedictatedbytheirpracticality
andstrength, and was notasign ofimportance orthe desirefor
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ornamentation．Thisalsoappearstohavebeenthecaseinthesynagogueat
Gamla．．．Thecenterofthehall,incontrast,couldhavebeenadornedwith
colorfulwovenrugs, whichlentanairofsplendorandbeautytothis
area．①

TheflooroftheMigdalsynagoguewascoveredwithcobblestones, which
apparentlywerethefoundationfor mosaics (which werepreservedinthe
corridorbutnotinthecenterofthemainhall)．② Therefore,onecouldargue
thatthecobblestonepavementatCapernaum wasthefoundationforamosaic
orotherfloorthatis not preserved or was neverlaid．Even so, the
identificationofthecobblestonepavementatCapernaumasthefloorofapublic
buildingiscontradictedbythelackofevidenceofinteriorsupports．Thelimited
sizeofwoodenbeamsavailableforroofingmeansthatalargeinteriorspace
wouldneedtohavebeensubdividedbypostsorcolumns (asinotherfirst
centuryCEsynagogues)orawindowwall(acommondeviceatCapernaum)．
Inaddition, thepotteryfoundonthepavementintheeasternpartofthe
synagoguenave(L８２５)includesfirstcenturytypesthatwereembeddedinthe
cracksbetweenthecobblestones, indicating, accordingto Loffreda, that
occupationbegannolaterthanthefirstcenturyCE．Thepotterypointstoa
domesticcontext, incontrasttotheinteriorsofpublicbuildings, which
generallywerekeptcleananddonothavedepositsofcookingpotsandother
householdvessels．③Thus,thereisnoarchaeologicalsupportfortheclaimthat
thecobblestonepavementunderthenaveofthewhitelimestonesynagoguewas
alargeinteriorspacebelongingtoapublicbuilding．Thisdoesnotruleoutthe
possibilitythatoneofthefirstcenturyhousesunderthewhitelimestonewas
usedforgatherings; onlythatthereisnopositiveevidencetosupportthis
claim．

TheGospelevidenceforafirstcenturyCEsynagogueatCapernaumisno
lessproblematicthanthearchaeology．Becausetheparallelversionofthestory
inMatthew (８: ５Ｇ１０, １３)lacksanyreferencetoasynagogueatCapernaum

①

②

③

Ma􀆳oz, “TheSynagogueofGamla,”３８．
SeeAvshalomＧGorniandNajar, “Migdal．”

Forthepottery,seeLoffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromana,”２７８Fig．３:３７Ｇ５２(GroupG);the
firstcenturytypesmentionedbyLoffredaonp．２９０arenos．５２and４８Ｇ４９．
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builtbythecenturion,JohnKloppenborgarguesthatitis “likelythatLuke
addedtheseverses (７:４Ｇ５)tounderscorethecenturion􀆳spietyandhumility
andtoenhancetheparallelswiththeCorneliusstory[inActs１０:２２]．Butthis
meansthatLk７:５ceasestobecompellingearlyevidenceofsynagōgēmeaning
‘building’．”① KloppenborgconcludesthatLuke􀆳sreferencestosynagogue
buildings(４:１５Ｇ３０;７:５) maywellreflecthisassumptionsaboutsynagogues
inhistime(thelatefirstcenturyorlater)ratherthananyrealityinthetimeof
Jesus．② Thus,notonlyistherenoevidencethatthefirstcenturycobblestone
pavementunderthenaveofthewhitelimestonesynagoguewastheinteriorof
apublicbuilding, butthereisnoreasontoassumethehistoricityofLuke􀆳s
referencetoasynagogueofthecenturiondatingtothetimeofJesus．

Ⅲ．MB: A WhiteElephantUndertheWhiteLimestoneSynagogue?

Aswehaveseen, CorboandLoffredaassociatethecobblestonepavement
withafirstcentury synagogue underthe nave ofthe whitelimestone
synagogue．However, whereasCorboassociatesthecobblestonepavementwith
MB (andthereforereconstructsthefirstcenturysynagoguealongthelinesof
the whitelimestone synagogue), Loffreda argues thatthe cobblestone
pavement—and, by wayofextension, thefirstcenturysynagogue—were
restrictedtotheareaofthewhitelimestonesynagogue􀆳snave．Heidentifies
MBastheremainsofasynagoguethatpostdatesthe(supposed)firstcentury
synagoguerepresentedbythecobblestonepavementbutantedatesthewhite
limestonesynagogue: “BothFr．Corboandthewriteragreeononeimportant
point:the‘basaltstonewall’ [MB]predatesthewhitesynagogueandisbetter
understoodasbelongingtoanearliersynagogue．．．the ‘basaltstone wall’

constitutesanintermediatestagebetweenthefirstcenturysynagogueandthe
whitesynagogueofthelatefourthcenturyA．D．”③

①

②

③

Kloppenborg, “TheTheodotosSynagogueInscription,”２４０．
Ibid．,２４２．
Loffreda, Recovering Capharnaum, １８Ｇ１９ (notethathere he datesthe whitelimestone

synagoguetothelatefourthcentury);alsoseeLoffreda,CafarnaoV,１６: “ilmurodibasaltoappartiene
adunedificio(sinagogale)anterioreallasinagogainpietra．”
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Accordingto Loffreda, MB wasnotoriginally builttoserveasthe
foundationforthe whitelimestonesynagogue butinsteadrepresentsthe
remainsofanearliersynagoguebuilding．Henotesthatthefoundationofthe
whitelimestonesynagogue􀆳scourtyard (ontheeast) wasbuiltseparatelyof
ashlarsthatabutMB, whichisinferiorinconstruction．Thisindicatesthatthe
whitelimestonesynagoguereusedasitsfoundationthewallsofapreＧexisting
building(representedbyMB), whilethefoundationofthecourtyardwasbuilt
denovo “muchlater．”①

NotonlydoesMBrepresenttheremainsofasynagoguethatpredatesthe
whitelimestonesynagogue, butitsconstruction wasnevercompleted, as
Loffredacorrectlyconcludes: “The‘basaltwall’ wasprobablybuiltinviewof
asynagogue which wasnevercompleted．”② However, unlike Loffreda, I
identifyMBastheincompletefoundationofasynagoguebuildingratherthan
itssuperstructure．Thisisindicatedbythefactthatalthoughthewallsand
stylobateofthewhitelimestonesynagoguewereestablishedontopofMB,

MB􀆳seasternandwesternstylobatesareincomplete, withnoevidencethatthe
missingportionswererobbedout．③ AsLoffredastates, “the ‘basaltstone
wall’isconspicuouslydiscontinuousbeneaththestylobateoftheprayerhall．
Whatisworse,theNstylobateoftheprayerhallrestsuponashakyfillandin
thatareathe ‘basaltstonewall’iscompletely missing．”④ Although MBis
preservedtothesamelevelthroughout, thetopofthe wallslopesdown
slightlyfromnorthtosouthfollowingthenaturalgroundlevel．Therefore,the
lowestcourseofthewhitelimestonesynagoguehadtobetaperedaccordingly,

usingsmallstonestofillthe gap．⑤ Hadtheconstruction of MB been
completed, andthebuildingdestroyed (forexample, byanearthquake),

dismantled,and/orrobbedout,thewallswouldnotbepreservedthroughout
tothesameheight/level, andthere wouldbesignsofastylobateinthe
missingportions．Furthermore,evenifoneattributestheabsenceofMBunder

①

②

③

④

⑤

Loffreda,RecoveringCapharnaum,１８Ｇ１９; Loffreda,CafarnaoV,１６．
StanislaoLoffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２３９．
SeeCorbo, “Restidellasinagoga,”３４４Ｇ３４５, Tav．２．
Loffreda,RecoveringCapharnaum,１９．
Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２２５;Loffreda,RecoveringCapharnaum,１９．See,e．g．,

Loffreda,CafarnaoV,１２６DF１７４,１７５;１２８DF１７８．
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thenorthstylobatetoalaterdecisionbythebuilderstoaddastylobatetothis
sideofthebuilding, MB􀆳seastand weststylobatesshouldbecomplete．
Instead,asLoffredanotes, portionsof MB􀆳seastand weststylobatesare
missingaswell．Asaresult,theentirenorthstylobateandpartsoftheeast
andweststylobatesofthe whitelimestonesynagoguearefoundedonthe
StratumBfillinsteadofonMB．①

IdentifyingMBastheincompletefoundationforasuperstructurethatwas
neverbuiltexplainswhytherearenotracesofafloor;itisbecausenofloor
waseverlaid．AlthoughMBisoveronemeterhigh,anyassociatedfloorshould
havebeenatthetopofit—thatis,atthelevelofthebaseofthestylobateof
thewhitelimestonesynagogue．ThisisindicatedbythefactthatWall１０４,

whichantedatesMB,isdirectlyoverlaidbytheweststylobateofthewhite
limestonesynagogue,northofthepointwheretheMBstylobateends(L８２１)．
ThetopofWall１０４ (elevation１１．３９)isonlyhalfameterbelowthelevelof
thepavementofthe whitelimestonesynagogue (elevation１１．９１)．② As
Loffredanotes, “Ifitisinvaintolookforthepavementofthisintermediate
synagogueatthelevelofthefoundationofthe‘basaltwall’ (asVirgilioCorbo
suggests),itisjustasvaintolookforitatthepreservedsummitofthatsame
‘basaltwall’ becausethepavementneverexisted．Ifithadexistedatthat
height, wewouldhavefoundsometraceandaboveallwewouldnothaveso
easilyfoundlateRomancoinsinthewholedepthofthepodiumofthewhite
synagogue．”③ Furthermore, as Matthew Greyobserves, despiteitsheight,

MBhasnoopeningsfordoors, whilethesupposedstylobatesaretootalland
wouldhaveobstructedmovement．④

Thesefactors,aswellasthesizeandlayoutofMB,indicatethatitwas

①

②

③

④

SeeLoffreda,CafarnaoV,１６９,DF２７１;１７１,DF２７４,２７６,２７７;１７３DF２８３;but１７２DF２７９
showsthefillofStratumBunderMBinL８１７ (thatis, underthedoorwayintotheeastaisle), which
makesnosenseasMBantedatesStratumB．So,perhapsthisisnotpartoftheStratumBfill?

Loffreda,CafarnaoV,１６,１６８Ｇ１６９DF２７１; Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２２５: “In
Trench２１,forinstance,thewallsofstratumAalmostreachtheheightofthemortarofstratumC．” Also
seeLoffreda,CafarnaoV,１８１DF３１０,L８０６, whichshowstheouternortheastcornerofthesynagogue
sittingononecourseofMB, whichisbuiltdirectlyontopofthewallsofearlierhouses．

Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,” ２３９;alsoseep．２２６: “Notracesoffloorwerefound
betweentheupperpartoflevel[stratum] Bandthemortaroflevel[stratum] C．”

Grey, “SimonPeterinCapernaum,”４７．
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intendedtobethefoundationforasynagoguethatwasneverbuilt—notthe
whitelimestone synagogue, as Loffreda correctly notes, butan earlier
structure．Thefoundation (MB) oftheintendedbuildingwasabandonedand
leftincompleteuntilalaterdate, whenthewhitelimestonesynagoguewas
constructedontopofit．ThisaccountsforthelackofalignmentbetweenMB
andthewhitelimestonesynagogue．①Inotherwords, MBappearstobeawhite
elephant．MB􀆳sdatecanbeestablishedbasedontheassociatedpotteryand
coins．Oneceramicassemblagecomesfromanoccupationlevelontopofthe
cobblestonepavement(massiciataA)inL８２５, belowtheeasternpartofthe
synagoguenave．② Thelatesttypesinthisdeposit (Loffreda􀆳sGroupG) are
KefarHananya(KH) WareForm１e(Loffreda􀆳sTEG１８),ofthemidＧthirdto
fifthcentury, andatypeofbasindatedbyLoffredato３５０Ｇ５５０CE (PIAT
６６)．③ ThesameceramictypeswerefoundontopofmassiciataAelsewhere
underthesynagogue．④ Thispotterycannotbedismissedasintrusive(assome
scholarshavearguedforthecoins) andisconsistentindatewiththelatest
coinsfromthesamecontexts．⑤

ThecoinsfromStratum Aincludefourthcenturyissuesfoundwiththe
potteryontopofmassiciataAinL８２５．⑥OtherlateRomancoinsfromStratum
Acontextsunderthesynagogueincludeonespecimenof３４１Ｇ３４６CEfromthe
upperpavementofadwellinginthenorthaisle(L８０２),andacoinofArcadius

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

SeeLoffreda,RecoveringCapharnaum,４９．
Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２２５Ｇ２２６,notesthatthecobblestonepavementinL８０２,

L８２４,andL８２５waswellpreserved．
Loffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromana,”２８３GroupG (from Trench２５), ２７８Fig．３: ３７Ｇ５２

(nos．４０Ｇ６６areKH １e); StanislaoLoffreda, CafarnaoVI, Tipologieecontestistratigraficidella
ceramica (１９６８Ｇ２００３) (Jerusalem: EdizioniTerraSanta,２００８),３６５, Reg．No．６４７４(PIAT６６),from
８２５．３;２４９Ｇ２５０．ForthedatingofKefarHananyaWare,seeDavidAdanＧBayewitz,CommonPotteryin
RomanGalilee,AStudyinLocalTrade (RamatＧGan:BarＧIlanUniversity, １９９３); JodiMagnessand
DanielSchindler, “PotteryandJewishSettlementinLateRomanGalilee,” BulletinoftheAmerican
SchoolsofOrientalResearch３７４(２０１５):１９１Ｇ２０７．

SeeLoffreda,CafarnaoVI,３６０Ｇ３６５．
SeeLoffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２４０Ｇ２４１;thepotteryfromL８２５GroupGincludesan

almostcompleteprofileofKH１eFig．３:４５(Reg．no．６４２５)．
Loffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromana,”２９０;however, nocoinsfromStratum AinL８２５are

listedinLoffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２３０．



—８１　　　 —

(３８３Ｇ３８８CE)fromthesouthendoftheeastaisle(L８１７)．①Inaddition,coins
ofHonorius (３９５Ｇ４０１ CE) and Theodosius (３８３Ｇ３８８ CE) werefoundin
StratumAunderthebalconyonthesouthsideofthesynagogue (L８１８)．②

Thus,theceramicandnumismaticevidenceprovidesalatefourthcentury
terminuspostquem fortheconstructionofMBandrulesoutthepossibility
thatitrepresentsathirdcenturyorearlyfourthcenturysynagoguethatwas
destroyedintheearthquakeof３６３．③

ThecoinsfromStratumBprovideaterminusantequemforMB．Adeposit
of２３６coins,thelatestofwhichpublishedsofardateto４９１CE, wasfoundin
theStratum BfillinL８１４, whichisonthesouthsideofthewestaisle,

includinginthefoundationoftheweststylobate．④Twolatefourthtoearly
fifthcenturycoinswerefoundinthefoundationoftheweststylobateinL８２１,

justnorthofL８１４,andanotherfourthcenturycoincomesfromthefoundation
ofthesamestylobateinL８２２inthenave．⑤Thediscoveryofthesecoinsunder
thestylobatecontradictstheclaim madebysomearchaeologiststhatthewhite
limestonesynagoguewasrenovatedorrebuiltaftertheearthquakeof３６３,as
theremovalofthestylobate would haverequired dismantlingtheentire
superstructure．⑥ AnotherthreecoinsdescribedbyLoffredaas “lateRoman”

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２３０, whonotesthatathirdcenturyCEcoinwasfound
underthethresholdofaStratum AdwellinginL８１７．

Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２３０,２３３．
BenjaminY．ArubasandRinaTalgam, “Jews, Christiansand ‘Minim’: WhoReallyBuiltand

UsedtheSynagogueatCapernaum—AStirringAppraisal,”inKnowledgeandWisdom,Archaeological
andHistoricalEssaysinHonourofLeahDiSegni,eds．GiovanniC．Bottini, L．DanielChrupcała,and
JosephPatrich (Jerusalem: Studium Biblicum Franciscanum, ２０１４), ２３７Ｇ２７４; here２６１Ｇ２６２, ２６８．See
Loffreda, “CeramicaellenisticoＧromana,” ２９０, ３１１Ｇ３１２; Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,” ２３７,

２３９．
Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２２９, whosaysthat“morethanonehundredlateRoman

coinswerefoundinthefoundationofthestylobate”; BrunoCallegher,CafarnaoIX, Monetedall􀆳area
urbanadiCafarnao (１９６８Ｇ２００３) (Jerusalem:StudiumBiblicumFranciscanum,２００７),１８．AlsoseeJodi
Magness, “TheQuestionoftheSynagogue: TheProblemofTypology,”inJudaisminLateAntiquity,

PartThree, Where WeStand:Issuesand DebatesinAncientJudaism, VolumeFour: TheSpecial
ProblemoftheSynagogue,eds．AlanJ．AveryＧPeckandJacobNeusner(Leiden:Brill,２００１),１Ｇ４８,７９Ｇ
９１; here２０; Rassalle, AncientSynagogueCoins, athttps://ancientsynagougecoins．com/synagogue/

Capernaum [FifthDeposit]) (accessed０８/２９/２０２３)．
Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２２９Ｇ２３０．
SeeMagness, “TheQuestionoftheSynagogue,”２０．
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werefoundinStratum BinL８２５, ontheeastsideofthesynagoguenave．①

Twocoinsdatingto３４１Ｇ３４６and３５２Ｇ３６０werefoundinStratumBinL８０４ (the
courtyard),atadepthof１．２５mbelowthewhitelimestonesynagoguepavement,

andacoinof３８３Ｇ３９５wasfound１mbelowthesynagoguepavementinL８１８ (the
porch)．②

ThecoinsfromStratumBinL８１４andL８２５providealatefifthcentury
terminusantequem forMB．Therefore, MB mustdatebetweenca．４００Ｇ５００
CE．TheabsenceofimportedLateRoman Red Waresandbilanceolateoil
lampsfromthedepositsontopofmassiciataAsuggeststhatthehousesbelow
thesynagoguewentoutofuse, and MBwasconstructed, aroundorshortly
after４００ CE．③Thewhitelimestonesynagoguewaserectedontopof MB
approximatelyacenturylater．

ItisnotclearwhytheconstructionofMBstopped,althoughtheabsence
ofcracksandsinkingin MBsuggestsitwasnotduetoanearthquake．One
possibilityisthatfundingranout—awellＧknownphenomenoninantiquity．For
example,theconstructionofthetempleofOlympianZeusin Athenswas
begun by the Peisistratidsin the sixth century BCE and continued by
AntiochusIVEpiphanesinthesecondcenturyBCEbutwasonlycompletedin
thesecondcenturyCEbyHadrian．④ AnotherexampleisthetempleofApollo
atDidyma—oneofthegreatwhiteelephantsofclassicalantiquity—onwhich
workcontinuedintermittentlyoverthecourseoffourcenturiesandultimately
wasleftunfinished．⑤ Ofcourse, whiteelephantsarenotlimitedtoantiquity,

asillustratedbythenewheadquartersoftheIsraelAntiquitiesAuthorityin
Jerusalem (“TheJay and Jeanie Schottenstein National Campusforthe
ArchaeologyofIsrael”), muchofwhichwasconstructedbetween２０１０Ｇ２０１４

①

②

③

④

⑤

Loffreda, “CoinsfromtheSynagogue,”２３０．
StanislaoLoffreda, “TheSynagogueofCapharnaum．ArchaeologicalEvidenceforIts Late

Chronology,”LiberAnnuus２２(１９７２):５Ｇ２９;here１４．
Forthepotteryfromthesedeposits,seeLoffreda,Cafarnao Ⅵ ,３５９Ｇ３６５．Forbilanceolateoil

lamps(Loffreda􀆳sLUCType５),seeLoffreda,Cafarnao Ⅵ ,５０Ｇ５１;StanislaoLoffreda,Cafarnao Ⅶ ,

Documentazionegraficadellaceramica (１９６８Ｇ２００３) (Jerusalem:EdizioniTerraSanta,２００８),１７Ｇ１８．
William B．Dinsmoor, The Architectureof AncientGreece, An Accountof Its Historic

Development (NewYork: W．W．Norton& Company,１９７５),２８０Ｇ２８１．
Dinsmoor,TheArchitectureofAncientGreece,２２９．
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butlanguishedforyearsafterfundingranout, andwasonlycompletedin
２０２２．①AnotherexampleisTelAviv􀆳s “new” centralbusstation, onwhich
workcommencedin１９６７ but which wasnotopened until１９９３．Inthe
meantime,thebuildinghousingthebusstationhasdeterioratedandmuchofit
isabandoned, whileplanstomoveittoanotherpartofthecityhavebeen
stymied．②

Conclusion

Thisreviewindicatesthatneitherthebasaltwalls(MB) underthewhite
limestonesynagogueatCapernaumnorthecobblestonepavementbelow MB
belongstoasynagoguefromthetimeofJesus．Inthiscase, however, the
absenceofevidenceisnotnecessarilyevidenceofabsencesincepreＧ７０C．E．
synagoguestypically were modest structures that do not always leave
identifiabletracesinthearchaeologicalrecord．Nevertheless,atpresentthere
arenodefinitearchaeologicalremainsofasynagoguefromthetimeofJesusat
Capernaum,nor,indeed,isitpossibletoestablishthatsuchasynagogueeven
existed．
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