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TheThreeSeferinJewishMysticalTextSeferYetzirah
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Abstract: Sefer Yetzirah istheoldestknown Hebrew textonJewish mysticism,

describingGod􀆳sprocessofcreatingtheuniversethroughthetwentyＧtwoHebrewlettersand
theten “Sefirot”, explainingtheoriginofmanyelementsintheBookofGenesis．Sefer
Yetzirahhasmanyeditions．Itslanguagestyleisconcise, whilemaintainingtheambiguityof
sacredtext．Arepresentativeexampleisthethreehomonymouswordsseferatthebeginning
ofthetext, withoutanyvowelmarkstoindicatetheirmeaningsand withoutanyfurther
explanationsinthefollowingtext．Moreover, thediversityofeditions makesthe word􀆳s
meaning morecomplicated and confusing．The word􀆳s key positioninthe wholetext
determinesitsimportance, theinterpretationtowardsitshouldbebasedontheoverall
context, whiletheopennesstovariousinterpretationsdisplayedinSeferYetzirahallowseach
translatortounderstandthetextfromdifferentperspectivesandinterpretthethreeseferin
differentways．Everytranslator􀆳sinterpretationisunique, whichwouldinturnaffectmore
readers．
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