
—１２８　　 —

EnemyoftheState:
AnInterviewwithRabbiIsraelMeirHirsch

UriyaShavit

Abstract:RabbiIsraeli Meir Hirschisthecurrentleaderof
NetureiKarta,themostradicalantiＧZionistultraＧOrthodoxgroupin
Israel．TheynotonlyregardIsraelasillegalstateinareligioussense,

butalsocooperatewiththe “enemy”ofIsrael(PalestineLiberation
OrganizationandIran)．InApril,２０２１,Prof．Shavithadaninterview
withRabbiIsraeliMeirHirschwhodirectlyexplainedtheideologies,

socialstructureofthatreligiousgroupsandthefutureofIsrael．
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RabbiIsraeliMeirHirschisthecurrentleaderofNetureiKarta,themost
radicalantiＧZionistultraＧOrthodoxgroupinIsrael．NetureiKartanotonlyholds
Israeltobeareligiouslyillegitimateandcriminalstateandrefrainsfromany
engagementwithstateinstitutions,butalsocooperateswithIsrael􀆳senemies(Onthe
historicalandideologicalrootsofthemovement,seeTalCohen􀆳sarticleinthis
issue)．

RabbiHirschbecameNetureiKarta􀆳sleaderin２０１０followingthedeathofhis
father,RabbiMosheHirsch．TheelderHirschwasborninNewYorkandwas
marriedtothedaughterofRabbiAharonKatzenelbogen, oneofNetureiKarta􀆳s
founders．HewasclosetoYasserArafat,theleaderofthePalestineLiberation
Organization(PLO),actedashisadvisoronJewishaffairs,andconsideredIsraelas
occupiedPalestinianterritory．In２００６,NetureiKartasentadelegationtoTehranto
aHolocaustＧdenyinganddistortingconferencehostedbytheIranianregime,amove
consideredextremeevenforsomeinthemovement􀆳sranks．
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TheyoungerHirschfollowsinhisfather􀆳sideologicalfootsteps,albeitina
somewhatlesspublicmanner．

WhileNetureiKartaisnotaversetoopencontactswithIsraeliZionists,

includingacademicscholarsofultraＧOrthodoxsociety,theirleadershiphasgivenvery
fewinＧdepthinterviewsthroughoutitscenturyofexistence．InApril２０２１,aheadof
thefirstannualconferenceoftheShandongＧTelAvivInstituteforIsraelandJewish
Studies,whichexploredHaredisociety, RabbiHirschgrantedalengthyrecorded
interviewtoProf．UriyaShavit．Intheinterview,attimesinshockinglycandid
terms,headdressedhiscommunity􀆳sideology,socialstructure,andvisionforthe
futureofIsrael．Excerptsfromtheinterview,editedforclarity,arepublishedhere．

ThedoorofRabbiHirsch􀆳smodesthomeintheMeaShearimneighborhoodin
JerusalembearsasigninHebrew, Arabic,andEnglish: “AJew, NotaZionist．”

IsraelMeirHirschisagracious,softＧspokenhostwhoserveshisguestsCocaＧCola
andcakes．Heisalsoareligiousleaderwhodoesnotbelieveinthelanguageof
moderationorambivalence．

Prof．Shavit:Iwouldliketostart,withyourpermission, withtheentranceto
yourhome,withthedoor．Itbearsasignthatsays: “AJew,NotaZionist．”

RabbiHirsch:That􀆳sright．
Prof．Shavit:CantheRabbiexplainwhatthismeans?

RabbiHirsch:WehavebeenlivinghereunderZionistoccupationformorethan
７０years,andtheZioniststookoverthislandbyforceandwithweapons．Wetryin
everymomentandtakeeveryopportunitytoclarifytowhomeverwecanthat
ZionismandJudaismaretwocompletelyoppositeterms．

ZionismactuallyaimedtoeradicatetheJewishrootsoftheJewishpeople,

toestablishanewpeoplewithnotiestoitsheritage．Thisdeclaration[thesign
atthedoor]started,infact, withthelateRabbi[Amram]Blau,theleaderof
NetureiKarta, whodiedintheyear５７３４; youcancalculatewhenthatwas
[１９７４]．Hedecidedatonepoint．．．Heattachedthatsigntohisclothesand
woreit．．．inhisfinalyears．ItisadeclarationthatwearesimplyJewsand
unrelatedtoZionism．Thatisbasicallythepointofhangingthesignonthe
door．

Prof．Shavit: Well, beforeIaskaboutyourhistoricalandtheological
perception,aboutwhatweretheoriginsoftheobjectiontoZionism,Iwould
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firstliketoasksomethingaboutthepresentandthefuture．Whatdoyouwish
wouldhappen? Whatareyouprayingfor?Thereisagivensituation－theState
ofIsraelexists．Whatdoyouwishfor?

RabbiHirsch:Wewishthepeoplewouldreturntoitsroots,ofcourse,

andknowwheretheycamefrombecauseZionismmanagedtoseparateallthe
peoplewholivehereinthisstatefromtheirJewishroots．

Thismeansthat[currently]theHouseofIsraelislikealltheothernonＧ
Jewishnations,andwearenotconnectedtoanyheritageorsomethingthat
obligatesus．WhatwewishisforthedaydescribedinthebookofProphet
Malachi,attheendoftheprophecy:“Hewillturntheheartsofthefathersto
thechildren,andtheheartsofthechildrentotheirfathers,”whichmeansthat
wehopethattheentirenationwillreturntoitsroots．Thisiswhatwehope
andprayfor．

Prof．Shavit: Butinpracticalpoliticalterms, untilthearrivalofthe
Messiah．．．Well,theOttomanEmpireceasedtoexist,andsohastheBritish
Mandate．Inpragmaticpoliticalterms,iftheStateofIsraelceasedtoexistasa
Zioniststate,thentheonlypossiblewaytoreachyourdesiredoutcomeisfor
thePalestinian Authorityor Hamastotakeover．Isthatsomethingyou
hopefor?

RabbiHirsch:Solongastheredemptiondoesnotcomefrom God, we
wouldpreferanyArabＧMuslimregimeinordertoliveourreligiouslifeinpeace
andwithnowars,andeachcanlivehislifeinanywayhechooses．

Prof．Shavit:Butultimately,whenwelook,forinstance,atthesituation
ofChristiansinthePalestinianAuthority,iftheZionistenterprisewould
collapse,thechancethatJewswouldlivehereinpeaceisnotarealone,isnot
arealisticone．

RabbiHirsch:Therealsolution－withoutdeludingourselvesthatthings
willgoonewayoranother－istoreturntheentirelandtoitsrightfulowners,

whichis,atpresent,thePalestinianpeople,andthroughthem, wecanlive
underaregimethatdoesnotintendtodestroythefaith．

Even[Yasser] Arafathimself,inhisfirstspeechattheUnitedNations
(UN)in１９７３,saidunequivocallythatour[thePalestinianpeople􀆳s]battleis
alsofortheJewishpeople．Thisimplied[thatfromArafat􀆳spointofview,the
Palestiniansalsofightfor]theJewishpeoplethatareunderZionistoccupation,
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and[thePalestinians] willmakesurethateveryonecanliveunderourrule
withnodiscrimination, meaningthat [thePalestinians]respecttheJewish
religion．Anyonecanwatchthatspeechandseewhathesaid．

Prof．Shavit:IfIunderstandcorrectly,fromatheologicalstandpoint,the
sourceofyourobjectiontoZionismisnotonlyornotevenprimarilythereality
ofastatethatisnotbasedonRabbinicalLaw．Yourfundamentalproblemwith
Zionismisthenotionofthe “Three Oaths” [amidrashin which God
instructedtheJewishpeoplenottoreclaimtheLandofIsraelforcefullyandnot
torebelagainsttheothernations] thatbyrealizingJewishsovereignty,

Zionismis“ascendingasawall” [i．e．,leadingareturntothelandofIsraelin
anorganizedpoliticalfashionpriortothearrivalofthe Messiahandthus
rebellingagainstGod]．Thismeansthatfromyourpointofview,thereis
nothingthattheZioniststatecandothatcancorrectthedistortionit
represents．

RabbiHirsch: Ofcoursenot．Becausewecompletelydenyanypossibility
ofaJewishregime,whetherbyHaredimorbyJewswhohavealreadybecome
separatedfromtheirroots．Weareforbiddentoestablishanyregimebeforethe
arrivaloftheMessiah,nomattertheform．

And,ofcourse,wealsoobjectto．．．let􀆳ssaytherewasastate[thatwas]

managedaccordingtothelawsoftheTorah,toJewishlaw．Wealsostrongly
objecttothisidea．Fundamentally, wesupporttheconceptofseparation
betweenchurchandstatebecausethismixtureofchurchandstateisthesource
ofalltheseoutbursts．

Prof．Shavit:Tellme,whereliesthedifferencebetweenyouandAgudath
Israel?Becausethey,too,arenotZionist．TheyarenotamongHerzl􀆳sfans;

theydon􀆳tsupporttheZionistidea．
RabbiHirsch:AsfarasIseeit, AgudathIsraelareReformJewsforall

purposes;theyareareformmovementforallpurposes．
Prof．Shavit: Whyisthat?

RabbiHirsch:Becausetheybecameseparatedfromtheirroots．Imean,

initially, AgudathIsraelfoughtagainsttheZionistidea．[Yetlater] they
simplydistortedthepath, becamepartofthe [Zionist]establishment,and
involvedtheHaredipublicintheZionistturmoil．Thismeanstheyarea
bridgeforrecruitingpeoplefrom the HaredicommunitytotheZionist
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community．
Prof．Shavit: Whereliesthedifferencebetweenyouandgroupsthatare

widelyreferredtoastheEdaHaredit,suchastheToldotAharonHasidicsect?

RabbiHirsch:Infact, alloftheseHasidicgroups－theEdaHaredit,

ToldotAharon,ToldotAvrahamYitzhak－basicallyhavethesameviewasus．
TheyarenotasextremeasgoingtotheArabs,butinprinciple,theydonot
acceptgovernmentfunds,donotstudyinHebrew,andarenotconnectedatall
toanyZionistestablishmentinanyway．This [EdaHaredit]isaverylarge
groupof５０,０００familiesthatarepracticallyseparatedfromthestate．

Prof．Shavit: But, afterall, you do not havecommonleadership
institutions,sowhataretheideologicalandpracticaldifferencesbetweenyou
andToldotAharon,forexample?

RabbiHirsch:Ideologically,it􀆳sthesame．Wedifferinourattitudeof
appealingtotheArabs[whichwedo,andtheydonot]becausepeopledon􀆳t
likethematterofappealingtotheArabs．Inthegeneralpublic,peopleseeitas
ifwearecollaboratingwithmurderers, etc．;still, we [andtheotherEda
Hareditgroups]sharethesameprinciples．

Prof．Shavit: WheninteractingwithmembersofthePLO,withmembers
ofHamas,didyouhonestlyfeelthatyouwouldbecomfortableandsafeliving
undertheirrule?

RabbiHirsch:IfeelverycomfortablewhenIgotoRamallahandtoall
kindsofplacesintheterritories[theWestBankandGaza]orintheworld,

whetherinEgypt, Qatar, oranyotherstate．Wedon􀆳tsenseanyinkling
indicatingthatlivingtogetherwillnotbepossible．

Prof．Shavit:Youhavenoconnectionswiththestate．Notonlydoyounot
voteinnationalorlocalelections,butifIremembercorrectly,youdon􀆳tpay
socialsecurityorhealthinsurance．So, onthepracticallevel, howdoyou
manage?Imean．．．

RabbiHirsch: Wemanage．It􀆳sveryhard,and,ofcourse, wehaveto
constantlysendpeopletofundraiseabroadtoraisemoneyforourinstitutions．
Wecan􀆳treallylivewithoutthosedonations,butthisisthepathwechose,and
wepersevereonit．

Prof．Shavit: Fromacertainrespect, Iestimatethatmanyfromthe
secularandalsothetraditionalsectorswouldsay:thereissomething we
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appreciatehere．HerearepeoplewhoobjecttoZionismbutarefullycommitted
tothisobjection;theydon􀆳tliveatmyexpense．

RabbiHirsch:Indeed．
Prof．Shavit:ButifamemberofNetureiKartais, Godforbid,sickand

needstogotothehospital,howisthiscovered?

RabbiHirsch:It􀆳sveryhard．Forexample,mylatefatherwashospitalized
foralengthytime,andwehadtopayforitourselves．Weaskedfordonations
todoso．Butitisdefinitelyveryhard．

Prof．Shavit: Andwhatarethesourcesofincome? Whatjobsdopeople
have?

RabbiHirsch: Usually,themenstudyintheKollel;wecallitaKollel[a
collegeforstudyingTorah]．Somewomenworkfromhomeinvariousjobsthat
generatesomeincome．Butit􀆳sveryhard,ofcourse;dailylifeisnotsimple
atall．

Prof．Shavit: Dopeoplehavejobsinthegeneralemploymentmarket?I
mean,dotheygooutandworkinfactories,forexample?

RabbiHirsch: Theydon􀆳thaveformaljobs, butthereareallkindsof
religiouslyＧrelatedjobsthatdoprovideasubstantialincomeforthosewho
workinthatarea,andthroughthis,eachpersonearnsalivingonewayor
another．

Prof．Shavit:Andtherearedonors．
RabbiHirsch: Ofcourse．Allthetime．
Prof．Shavit: Whoarethedonors? Wheredotheylive?

RabbiHirsch: MostlytheSatmarcongregationsintheUnitedStatesand
Europe．TheSatmarRebbereinforcedtheideaoffinanciallysupportingpeople
livingintheHolyLandwhodonottakeanythingandwhodecisivelyavoid
anysupport, andthat􀆳sthefoundationofourexistencehereintheHoly
Land．

Prof．Shavit:IfIremembercorrectly, yourcriticism oftheZionist
movementismuchbroaderthanthetheologicalissueof“ascendingasawall,”

ofcompromisinganimportantprinciple．Inyourview,theZionistmovementis
responsibleforalargeＧscalehistoricalcrime—[YouholdthattheZionists]

collaboratedwiththeNazis．
RabbiHirsch:Withoutadoubt．Butweseethespiritualholocaustthat
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ZionismbroughtupontheJewishpeopleasmuchworsethantheHolocaust
thatoccurred ８０ years ago．From our perspective, from the Torah􀆳s
perspective,fromtheTorah􀆳soutlook,thesagessayintheTalmud:“Whoever
causesapersontosinisworsethanonewhokillshim,” whichmeansthat
fromourperspective,causingaJewtosinisworsethankillinghim．Zionism
is,infact,guiltyofthisspiritualholocaustoftheJewishpeople．

Prof．Shavit:ButifIunderstandcorrectly,inyourview,itbearssome
responsibilityfortheHolocaustitself．

RabbiHirsch: Withoutadoubt．Thosewhoarefamiliarwithhistorycan
seetheundeniableconnectionbetweentheZionistleadersandtheNazis．Itis
welldocumented,soitisnotsomethingthatIaminventing．Andwhoever
readssomehistoryknowsthattheyplayedaverybigroleinthecrimeofthe
Holocaust,whichtookplace８０yearsago．

Prof．Shavit:IftherehadbeennoZionistmovementandiftherehadn􀆳t
alreadybeenhundredsofthousandsofJewshere[inIsrael]inthe１９３０s,they
wouldhavebeenmurdered．

RabbiHirsch:Bywhom?

Prof．Shavit:BytheNazis．
RabbiHirsch:BytheNazis?

Prof．Shavit:Andtheircollaborators,yes．
RabbiHirsch:Look,theZionistsdeclaredafinancialboycottofGermany,

whichinflamedHitler,andonlythendidhedecideandsaythathewouldtake
aterriblerevengeagainsttheJews．

IftheZionistshadn􀆳tprovokedtheGermanpeople,itwouldneverhave
cometothosethings．Thisisafact;I􀆳mnotmakingthisup,thattheZionists
upsetHitlergreatly,andonlythendidhedecideashedid．Butinitially,his
purposeandhisplanwereonlytodeporttheJews,nottokillthem,notto
murderthem．ThishappenedasaresultoftheZionistprovocation．

Prof．Shavit: Well,onecansaythesethingsinIsrael,butyouknowit􀆳s
consideredacriminaloffenseinGermanyorAustria．It􀆳saninterestingpointto
thinkabout．

RabbiHirsch: Holocaustdeniers．
Prof．Shavit: But,andIsaythisnotasaprovocationbutratherasa

historicalfactthatshouldbeconsidered,Zionismwon,andyourgrouplost．
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TodaythereareninemillionpeopleintheStateofIsraelandyou, Neturei
Karta,arenomorethan４００Ｇ５００families．Maybethisissomethingelsethat
shouldbeconsidered?

RabbiHirsch:IalwayssaythatHerzlsucceededwithhisvision．．．Herzl
writesinhisdiarythatoncewhenhewaswalkingonthestreetinParis,a
Gentileyelledathim, “Jewishpig,” whichannoyedhimverymuch．Sohe
wroteinhisdiarythathehadabrilliantidearightafter [hewasyelledat]．
Whatwastheidea?TotakesomeJewsandconvertthemtoChristianity,they
wouldgoonaSundayopenlytoamonastery,andthenpeoplewouldstop
hatingus．

Butactually, inpractice, Herzlhadgoodconnections with August
Rohling,ifyou􀆳veheardofhim, whowasthefatherofmodernantisemitism
beforeandduringHitler􀆳stime,andHitlerbasedhishatredonhisfindings．
Herzlwritesinhisdiarythatantisemitismishisbestfriendbecause,through
antisemitism,hewouldbeabletoachievehisgoals．ButwhatdidZionism
actuallywantfromtheJewishpeople? JustlikeHerzlwrites,itwantsto
generateanewnationunconnectedtoJewishheritage．

Prof．Shavit:Butthequestionis:IfyourepresentGod􀆳swill, whydid
Herzlsucceed?

RabbiHirsch:Itiswritten:“Thewayofthewickedprospers．”

Prof．Shavit: Well,thatway,youcanexplainanything,but．．．
RabbiHirsch:Itisafact．Itisalsowritten:“Thoughthewickedspringup

likegrassandallevildoersflourish,”butwhatdoesitsayafterthat? “．．．they
willbedestroyedforever．”Thismeansthereisanupwardmovement,butthe
declinewillbeverydramatic．AswithHamantheWicked,wherethesagessay
thatthekingelevatedhimandraisedhimabovetheministers．Why?Sothat
hisdownfallwouldbemuchmoreforceful．

Prof．Shavit:ThereisanotherpointintheZionistvictorythatIthinkis
evenmoreinteresting．WearespeakinginHebrew．

RabbiHirsch:Correct．
Prof．Shavit:And youspeak outstanding Hebrew, contemporary

Hebrew． When Eliezer BenＧYehuda [the reviver of the Hebrew
language] waspersecutedinJerusalemattheendofthe１９thcentury,

veryfewspokeHebrew; almostnoonespokeHebrew．Soevenyour
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beautifulHebrewisproofoftheZionistvictory．Wheredidyougainthis
proficiencyinHebrew?

RabbiHirsch:Withnoformalstudies, withnoacademicdegree,andall
thosethings．Isimplygrewuphereandpickedupthelanguage．

Prof．Shavit:Youknow,alreadyatthispointintheconversation,some
peoplemightaskthefollowingquestion:Whoisforcingyoutostayhere?Ifthe
Zioniststateissobadforyou,youareinvitedtopackyoursuitcasesandmove
toNablusortoNewYork．

RabbiHirsch:Thereisnodoubtonthatissue．Itwould,ofcourse,have
beenpreferable．Butwethinkwewereherebeforethestate􀆳sestablishment
andhaveenteredastateofoccupation．Weareactuallycaptiveshereinthe
country．

It􀆳snotasifweliveafullcivillifeandenjoyeverymoment．Asaresultof
thecircumstances, wewerelivinghere,andwecontinuetoliveheredespite
theoccupation．Itdoesn􀆳tmeanthatonecan􀆳tliveunderoccupation．Youlive,

butit􀆳shard;itisnotaregularlife．Wehopethateventuallythisstatewill
disappear, andthen we willbeabletolivejustlikebeforethestate􀆳s
establishmentinpeace,tranquility,andfraternity．

Prof．Shavit:Bytheway,nooneistrulypreventingyoufromlivingyour
life．ThestateallowstheMeaShearimneighborhoodtoretainitsautonomy．

RabbiHirsch:That􀆳snotreallytrue．Ifyoufollowthenews,you􀆳llknow
thatgroupsofpolicemencomehereeveryday．Forinstance,lastnight,they
cametotheneighborhoodat３AM, wokeuptheentireneighborhood,and
arrestedsomepeople．Incidentslikethishappendailyinourlife．Peopledon􀆳t
noticethis,butweliveunderoccupationandoppression．Andthishappenson
thegroundeveryday;I􀆳mnotmakingitup．

Prof．Shavit:Thestatedoesn􀆳tforceyoutosendyourchildrentoits
schools,anditallowsyoutocollectdonationsfreely．Thisisnottobetaken
forgranted,consideringyourideology．

RabbiHirsch:Ofcourse, theZionistcountrydeclaresitselftheonly
democracyintheMiddleEast,althoughthisisnottrue．Buttheyneedtoshow
theworldthattheyletpeoplelivethelifetheywantto,eveniftheyobject
toit．

Prof．Shavit:IwouldliketolearnalittleaboutthedailylifeofNeturei
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Karta,aboutthespiritualandculturallifeofNetureiKarta,andtoaskabout
yourviewsalsoonsomeissuesthatarenotpolitical．Dothechildrenstudyat
yourowncommunityschools?

RabbiHirsch:Yes,ofcourse．Wehaveourownschools,forboysandfor
girls,yeshivas,kollels,etc．,whichareourspiritualbase．

Prof．Shavit:Television?

RabbiHirsch:Thereisnosuchconcept．
Prof．Shavit: Nosuchconcept? Why? Televisionhaseducationaland

worthycontenttoo．Youcanchoosewhattowatchandwhattoconsume．
RabbiHirsch:Wesaythatweareseparatedfromelectronicmediaand

writtenmedia．IsaythatwhenIlookatanewspaper,forinstance,whenIread
aheadlineoranarticleinanewspaper,Iimmediatelystopbeingathinking
personandstartbelievingthetalltalesofthepersonwhowrotetheeditorialor
thearticle．

ItmeansthatIneedtoswitchmymindtothethoughtsofthejournalist,

andthenmyheadstopsthinkingcompletely．OnceIwasatasnackshopon
Friday,andIsawamanbuyingallthenewspapers,everythingtheyhadon
sale．Itoldthesalesman,hisnameisDudu,Itoldhim:“Domeafavor,putall
thisonthescale．Iwanttoseehowmuchnonsensethismanisgoingtoeaton
Shabbat．”Itsimplydrivesyoumad．

Prof．Shavit:And mobiletelephonesarealsobannedfromthehome?

Smartphones,onwhichyoucouldwatchvideos?

RabbiHirsch:Absolutely．Weareabsolutelyseparatedfromallthat．
Prof．Shavit:Inthelasttwodecades,whatisknownas“Haredicinema”

hasbeenflourishing, koshercinemawith moralnarratives．Doyoufindit
legitimate?

RabbiHirsch:Absolutelynot．Itbringsinthesecularcinemathroughthe
backdoor．ItmeanstheyarebringingtheHaredicommunity􀆳spointofview
closertothestyleofsecularcinema．Weareagainst．．．Notonlyus,butalsothe
entiretraditionalHaredipublicisagainstthis,againstbringingtheseideasinto
theHaredimarket．

Prof．Shavit: Whataboutsports?Ahealthymindinahealthybody．．．
RabbiHirsch:Thisisnodifferent．Youcanexerciseathome;youdon􀆳t

havetoexerciseelsewhere．Everypersoncanexerciseathome．
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Prof．Shavit:Sogymsandthingslikethat,swimminginpools,arenot
permitted．

RabbiHirsch:Theyarenotpermitted．
Prof．Shavit:SoI􀆳llaskaquestionalittlebluntlyandnaively:Howdo

youhavefun? Whatdoyoudowhenyouwanttohavesomefun? To
rest?

RabbiHirsch: Sosometimes,duringtheintermediatedaysofPassover
andSukkot,peopletaketripstothebeachorsomewheretotakethechildren,

toamusethem,etc．Butduringtheyear,wedon􀆳thavethosethings,meaning
thattherearenobreaks－nosummerbreakandnootherbreak．

Prof．Shavit:It􀆳snotaneasylife．Verydemanding．
RabbiHirsch:Noteasyatall．
Prof．Shavit: Whatistheproportionofthosewhodefect? Thosewho

leavethecommunity?

RabbiHirsch:Thatismorecommonamongthegeneral[Haredi]public．
Prof．Shavit: Butifachildfrom NetureiKartawould．．．okay, noteven

leavethefaithbut“desert”toaLitvakYeshivaoraHasidicgroup．Wouldyou
excludehim,orwouldyoucontinuetorespecthim?

RabbiHirsch:No,absolutelynot．Solongashedoesn􀆳tleavethefaith,

heisstillwithinourframework．
Prof．Shavit: WhataboutifsomeonefromNetureiKartamarriedsomeone

fromadifferentgroup?Forinstance,aHasidicorLitvakgroup,which,soto
speak,collaborateswiththeZionists．Isthatacceptable?

RabbiHirsch:Absolutelynot．
Prof．Shavit:Notacceptable? Howcome?Loveisthemostimportant．
RabbiHirsch:Itdependson whoisinvolved．Sinceit would mean

changingtheentirepath,theentireheritage,itisfiercelyresisted．Wetryin
anywaypossibletopreventthosethings．

Prof．Shavit:Andyousucceed?

RabbiHirsch:Yes,ingeneral．
Prof．Shavit:I􀆳mcurioustoknowhowisitpossible,andtowhatdegree

isitpossibleina２１stＧcenturysociety,tokeepthewallshighandprotective
[theboundariesseparatingthecommunityfromsecularsociety]．Iamasking
youabouttwotothreewellＧknownfiguresfamiliartotheIsraelipublic．I􀆳m
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justcuriousifyoumighthaveheardaboutthemandwhatisyourattitude
towardthem．Forexample,AmosOz[awellＧknownIsraeliauthor]．Doesthat
namemeananythingtoyou?

RabbiHirsch:Yes,I􀆳veheardalotabouthim．Ofcourse．
Prof．Shavit:Butyouwerenevercuriousenoughtoreadoneofhisbooks．
RabbiHirsch:I􀆳veheardsomethingshesaid,butreadingabookisnotin

ourscopebecausewehaveourownhistorybooks,andwearenotlookingfor
newstarstoreceiveideasfromthem．

Prof．Shavit:Andlet􀆳ssay－ShlomoArzti[awellＧknownIsraelisinger]．
Areyoufamiliarwiththatname?

RabbiHirsch: He􀆳salsofamiliar,yes．
Prof．Shavit: Andwhatdoyouthinkabouthim? Maybeyou􀆳veheard

something．．．?

RabbiHirsch:Itdoesnotinterestusatall．Thesecularpublicdefinesits
ownstars, andthis [music] receivessignificantattentionfromtheIsraeli
public．Butwedon􀆳thavethesethingsinourcommunity．Wedon􀆳thavethe
conceptofhighlyappreciating．．．

Prof．Shavit:Doyouhavemusic?

RabbiHirsch:Thereismusic,ofcourse,butduringtheyear,wehardly
listentomusic．OnlyduringtheintermediatedaysofSukkotdowehavemusic
inthesynagoguesandpeopleplaymusicathome, butgenerallyspeaking,

musicdoesn􀆳thaveasignificantroleinourcommunity．
Prof．Shavit:Doyoulistentotheradio?

RabbiHirsch:Definitelynot．
Prof．Shavit: Notthateither．Sohowdoyouknowwhat􀆳shappeningin

theworld?

RabbiHirsch:Ihearfromfriendswhoaremoreconnected,wholistento
thenews．I􀆳minformedaboutwhatishappening．

Prof．Shavit:If, let􀆳ssay, tomorrow thereisasuccessful military
operation,IsraelsomehowmanagestoneutralizetheIraniannuclearproject,

woulditnotgiveyouanysatisfaction?

RabbiHirsch:It [Israel] isconstantlysucceeding．Ithashadvery
substantialsuccesses．Butasweseeit,itdoesn􀆳tmakeusfeelthatwe􀆳re
livinginastatethatcouldprotectus．Inotherwords, thestateisan
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existentialhazardtotheJewishnationduetoitsprovocationsaimedatother
nations．Whatwearesayingisthatifthisobstacleweren􀆳there, wewouldn􀆳t
needprotection．Theycreatetheproblem, andtheysaveusfrom the
problem．

Prof．Shavit: Millionsofpeopleinour world weresavedthanksto
scientistswhodedicatedtheirlivestoresearchandwhodevelopedavaccinefor
CovidＧ１９．Andwhatdoallofthesescientistshaveincommon?Noneofthemis
Haredi．NoneofthemcouldhavebeenHaredisinceyoucannotbecomean
esteemedresearcher,certainlynotinthelifesciencesandintheexactsciences,

withoutstudyingcertaincoresubjects．
RabbiHirsch:Indeed．
Prof．Shavit:ButtheHaredimbenefitfromthesemedicines．Theybenefit

fromaworldwithalifeexpectancy―intheWesternworld－thathasrisen
fromaround７０andisalreadyreachingaround８５．

RabbiHirsch:Look,theSagestaughtusthat“wisdomintheGentiles－
Believeit．”IfyourecognizewisdomintheGentiles―believeit．Whatdoesit
meanto “believe”? Itmeansthatyoushouldbelievethatthey madean
importantachievementforhumanity．Butitdoesn􀆳tmeanthatweneedtobe
partofscience．Godhasenoughrepresentativesintheentireworldwhotake
careoftheuniverse􀆳sexistence．

Prof．Shavit:Butthereisalogicalcontradictioninthisposition．Because
theaspirationofyourgroupisthateveryoneshouldacceptitsposition,that
everyoneshouldseethelightthatitsees．Butifeveryonesawthelightyour
groupsees,therewillbenoscientiststodevelopmedicines．

RabbiHirsch:Thereisnocontradiction．TheGentilescancontinuewith
theirscience,keepcontributingtohumanityatlarge,andwewillcontinuein
ourways[and] wedon􀆳thavetotakepartinthisissue．Wecancontinue．It􀆳s
noobstacle,andit􀆳snotafactorthatcanputpeopleatanyrisk．Weagreethat
“wisdomintheGentiles―believeit．”

Prof．Shavit: HowdoesonebecomealeaderofNetureiKarta?Istherean
electionprocess,acouncil,orsomeotherprocess?

RabbiHirsch: No,notatall．Itsimplycontinuesoverthegenerations．
Mylategrandfatherfoundedthemovement, myfathercontinuedit, andI
continuedaftermylatefather．
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Prof．Shavit:ButitisnotbasedonaHasidicprinciple．
RabbiHirsch:Notatall．Basically,weareLitvaks．
Prof．Shavit:So,itderivesfromthefactthatthecommunityacceptsyour

authority．
RabbiHirsch:It􀆳sjustasuccessionoftheleadership．It􀆳snotsometitleto

whichyouareelected．It􀆳ssimplyacontinuation．
Prof．Shavit:Isittakenforgrantedthatoneofyoursonswillbeyour

successormanyyearsfromnow?

RabbiHirsch:Ihaven􀆳teventhoughtaboutit．
Prof．Shavit: No,butintermsofhowthegroupworks,isittakenfor

grantedthatoneofyoursonswillbeyoursuccessor?

RabbiHirsch:Itusuallyworksthatway,butitdoesn􀆳thaveto．Notatall．
Prof．Shavit: And．．．whoistheappointingbody? Howdoesithappenin

practice? Whenyourfatherdied, at what momentdidyou becomehis
successor?

RabbiHirsch:Therewasnooneelsetocontinuethecontacts,etc．,soI
continuedsinceIwasalreadyfamiliarwithalltheseproceduresfromthe
experienceIhadgainedintheyearswhenmyfatherwasstillalive．Andat
thattime, therewasnooneelsewhocouldcontinuethesecontacts, soI
succeededhim．It􀆳snotasiftherewasanyelectionoranythinglikethat．

Prof．Shavit:Andwhatisthepracticalmeaningofthisleadershiprole?

Whatdoesyourdailylifelooklike?

RabbiHirsch:Ineverydaylife, wegooutforprayersinthemorning,

thencontinuestudying．Personally, I􀆳m moreoccupied with deciphering
manuscriptsand prayerinterpretations, some of which I have already
published．Andeverypersonhastheirowndailyoccupations, for most
studyinginyeshivasandkollels．

Prof．Shavit:Butareyou, forexample, moreinchargeofcollecting
donations,oftheirdistribution?

RabbiHirsch:Yes,I􀆳minchargeofmanythings．
Prof．Shavit:Doesyourgrouphaveitsowncourtoflaw?

RabbiHirsch:Acourtoflaw?No．
Prof．Shavit:So,ifadisputearisesinsidethecommunity, howdoyou

settleit?
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RabbiHirsch:Usually,it􀆳sreferredforarbitration．Wecallit“Zabla,”an
acronymfor “thisselectsoneandtheotherselectsone” [eachofthesides
selectsonearbiter,andtheybothselectathirdarbiter,constitutingathreeＧ
memberarbitrationpanel]．Inthisway,eachpersonultimatelyreceivesthe
rulinghehopesfor, yetbasicallywedon􀆳thaveapermanentcourtoflaw．
ThereisthecourtoftheEdaHaredit,andanyonewhowantstocanappealto
it,butweourselvespreferarbitration．

Prof．Shavit:How muchofyoureverydaylifeisoccupiedwithcontact
withforeigngovernments,withpoliticalactivistsinallkindsofplaces?

RabbiHirsch:It􀆳sthroughouttheyear; it􀆳scontinuous; something
differenteverytime．Butofcourse,firstandforemost,it􀆳sspreadingthe
messagethatZionismandJudaismaretwocompletelyoppositeexpressions．
Weconveythis[message]onewayoranothertoworldleadersand,ofcourse,

hereinourcontactswiththePalestinianAuthority．
Prof．Shavit:Whatisyourattitudetowardhomosexuals?Ifayoungboy

weretogotohisfatherormother,orifagirlwould,andsaytheyaregay,

howwouldyoureact?

RabbiHirsch: Thereisnosuchthingassomeone who wouldsay
somethinglikethat．Thetermdoesn􀆳tevenexist．

Prof．Shavit:Butthelackofatermdoesn􀆳timplythatwhattheterm
describesdoesn􀆳texist．

RabbiHirsch:Yes,buttherearenosuchterms．Thereisnopossibility
thataboywouldsaysomethinglikethat．Thereisnosuchterm;itdoesn􀆳t
exist．

Prof．Shavit:Butyouknowthatjustbecausethetermdoesn􀆳texist,it
doesn􀆳tmeanthattheboydoesn􀆳texist．

RabbiHirsch:Yes,butthereisnosuchterminourlexicon．Thereisn􀆳t;

theresimplyisn􀆳t．
Prof．Shavit:Yousaythatsomethinglikethatneverhappened．
RabbiHirsch:Absolutelynot．
Prof．Shavit:Butthereisnoreadinesstoaccept．．．
RabbiHirsch:Notatall．Therewouldbenoreadiness．Itisaredline．
Prof．Shavit: Howarematchesmade[marriagesarranged]?Imean,after

all,yoursisafairlysmallcommunity,andtherearelimitedoptions．



—１４３　　 —

RabbiHirsch:It􀆳sthesameformostofHaredisociety．Theparentson
bothsidesaskaroundabouteachother, andthere􀆳samatchmakerwho
takescareofallthedetails．Thenthey [thepotentialcouple] havea
meetinganddecideupontheengagementandwedding,ofcourse．Butthere
isnoconceptofsaying, “Iwantthisperson; hewantsher．” Itdoesnot
worklikethat．

Prof．Shavit:Doyouhaveahunch．．．I􀆳mnotaskingaboutabelief．I􀆳m
askingaboutahunch: Wherewillwebeintenyears? Wherewillyour
communitybeintenyears?

RabbiHirsch:Ofcourse, “Prophecywasgiventothefools,” butwe
estimateZionismisnearingitsend．Itwillnotbelong,asweseeit．




