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TheForgotten“DialoguebetweenJudaismandConfucianism”:

AStudyontheInterpretationofCoupletsinKaifengSynagogue
YANGXu

Abstract: ThisarticlerevolvesaroundcoupletshangingintheJewishsynagoguein
KaifengduringtheQingDynasty,interpreting,comparing,andanalyzingthecontentofthe
couplets．Itexamines KaifengJews􀆳flexibleuseoftraditionalChineseculturesuch as
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, andtheirattemptstointerprettheteachings,

classics,andhistoryofJudaism．Forexample,borrowingtheTaoistconceptof“havingornot
havingthoughts”toexplaintheconceptofthesoledeityinJudaism,quotinglinesfromthe
BookofSongsthatcontainthemeaningofrespectingtheheavensandancestorstointerpret
thecommandmentofworshippingGodinJudaism,andusingtheConfucianconceptof“birth
anddeath” tointerpretandunderstandthecommandmentof “nottokill” inthe Ten
CommandmentsofMoses．The “dialoguebetweenConfucianismandTaoism” presentedby
thecoupletsprovidesanovelcasefortheexistingresearchonChinesereligiousdialoguessuch
as“dialoguebetweenConfucianism, Buddhism,andTaoism”, “dialoguebetweenIslamand
Confucianism”,and“dialoguebetweenChristianismandConfucianism”．
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