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TheIdentityConstructionofSpanishMarranoJewsandItsModernImplications
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Abstract: Marranosare “new Christians” who wereforcedtoconverttoChristianity
undertheantiＧSemitic movementinSpainattheendofthe１５thcentury, butwhostill

practisedJudaisminprivate．ThisarticlefocusesonthetransformationprocessofSephardic
Jewsinto Marranosin Spain, andanalyseshow Marranoshavegraduallyachievedthe
constructionoftheiridentityas “nonＧJewishJews” throughthesearchforselfＧidentity,

collectiveidentityandsocialidentity．TheidentityconstructionofMarranoJewsisareflection
andreexaminationof“whatisaJew”．MarranohighlightsthepossibilityofnonＧJewsadhering
toJudaism, andtheirconcernfortheworldandindividualism perfectlycorrespondtothe
manydimensionsofmodernity．Atthesametime, Marrano􀆳sdispersalbroughtaspiritof
changecontainingfreedom,equality,andtolerancetotheplacesitpassedthrough, whichis
inessencea modeoflifeandattitudetowardshumanbeingswith modernistsentiments．
Therefore,inasense,itcanbesaidthateveryoneofusisMarano．
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