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Abstract: ThestudiesofJewishcommunitiesconstituteanimportantpartofJewish
historyandtheworldhistory．ThroughouttheperiodoftheDiaspora, Jewishcommunities
havemaintainedtheiruniqueness whileactivelyorpassivelyinteracting withtheoutside
world．Inrecentyears, thefocusofacademiaonthestudyofJewishcommunitieshas
increased,butitstillremainsonthedominantAshkenaziJewsfrom EasternEurope．The
Jewishcommunity of Salonica during the Ottoman Empire was a community ofthe
descendantsofSephardicJewsfrom medievalSpain．Researchonthisgroupwillenrichthe
materialsandprovidenewperspectivesinthefieldofJewishstudies．Thisarticlepresentsthe
livingconditionsoftheJewsinSalonicaatthattimethroughvisualmaterials,theirimagein
theeyesoftheWest,theimpactofEuropeancolonialism,industrialization,andurbanization
onthem, and how Jewstransitionedfrom tradition and religiosityto modernity and
secularism．Undertheinfluenceofdifferentexternalenvironmentsandsocialnetworks,

SephardicJewsembarkedonauniquepathofmodernizationdifferentfromthatofAshkenazi
Jews．
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